Too Many Lawyers? by unknown
FEATURE 
Sure, we complain and tel/lawyer jokes. 
But would we really want to live without them.P 
And even if we wanted to, could we.P 
oes America really need 
70 percent of th e 
world 's lawyers? That's 
the question Vice Pres-
ident Dan Quayle posed 
at the American Bar Asso-
ciation (ABA) convention 
last summer, drawing jeers from his legal 
peers but cheers from the general public. 
Clearly, we have a love-hate relation-
ship with our legal establishment. Amer-
icans are proud to be part of a nation 
whose attention to fair play and justice is 
unparalle led throughout the world. If 
nothing else, this is a place where every 
case is heard (sometimes two or three 
times). Everyone is e ntitled to an advo-
cate- the poor, the injured, the neglect-
ed (as well as the rich, potent, and 
celebrated). The intent of the system is 
to serve us all. 
T he problem ofte n lies in the pro-
cess. In an increasingly li tigious soci-
e ty- some 18 million lawsuits clog the 
syste m annually- staggeri ng expe nse 
and delay are not uncommon. As Walter 
O lson writes in The Litigation Explosion, 
"A litigator can come around, dump a 
pile of pape rs on your front lawn, and 
you can go literally broke trying to re-
spond to it." 
But shooting the messenger is not the 
solution. "Lawyers are not the ones who 
bring litigation. Clients bring litigation," 
says Michael H . Hoeflich, dean of the 
SU College of Law. "Lawyers simply 
make the system work." 
As John]. Curtin Jr. , outgoing presi-
dent of the ABA, said in response to 
Quayle's comments, "Anyone who be-
lieves a better day dawns when lawyers 
are eliminated bears the burden of ex-
plaining who will take their place." 
Says Hoeflich, "Our society is a soci-
e ty under law. Legal training teaches 
people to work within that context." 
Following are eight stories of Syra-
cuse alumni-seven lawyers and a jus-
tice of the peace-who demonstrate that 
the law is inescapable, because in a just 
and open society, it ought to be. 
The law is another term for human in-
terchange. Any time a deal is struck, a 
person feels wronged, or values are sort-
ed out on behalf of an e ntire society, you 
have law. It is the charge of the eight 
people on these pages to see the debate 
is as robust and purposeful as possible. 
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